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It is the snooze button you reached
for this morning; it is in the way
your coffee magically appeared for
you, the aroma filling the house;
it is the way you found that party
last weekend and maybe even
the way you met your friends.
No
matter
what
its
manifestation,
technology
surrounds us at nearly every
moment.
Advancements
in technology can improve
or even save lives, but it
can
also
consume
them.
Whether in the classroom
or on the go, most of us are
regulated and supplemented
by technology. We get or grade
homework online. The lectures we
listen to are often reinforced with
slideshows. We plan schedules
online and when we are free from
the clutches of our daily grind, we
retire to surround ourselves with
technology on our own terms.
But
what
if
tomorrow
somebody flipped a switch and
the whole technological world as
we know it fizzled and popped,
until it flickered and died?
Then, by some miraculous
fluke, we could roll out of our
desk chairs and out of all the
sub-par, identical coffee houses
in the world and simultaneously
get lost
on
the
freeway.
We could cease the incessant
uploading and downloading of
menial files and actually see the
people we care about. Cashiers
would learn how to do math

again. We could engage in far
less distracted conversations
and the world as we know it
would seem a little bit further
than the tips of our hands.
But where is the divide now?
Or better yet, where will it be
in the next thirty years, or fifty,
or in the next ten minutes?
In this issue we
look at
the
juxtaposition
between
our
love
of
technology
and our
need to reconnect
with
the world around us.
It can help us live our lives on
our terms. Such is the case with
Philo, a new service available
on our campus which allows
students to watch and record
TV on myriad devices to work
around your busy schedule.
Technology
can
be
the
catalyst that brings us back to
our roots. The Banff Mountain
Film Festival World Tour is
coming to Monterey this month
and to share its proceeds are
helping Return of the Natives’
Restoration
Project
connect
students to indigenous plant
species and habitat restoration.
Sometimes technology can
bring us back to basics as
transportation
at
California
State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) begins to switch gears
from traditional modes to ones
that can bring people together
in more sustainable ways with
more bike racks, extended MST
hours and an initiative to bring
car share services to our campus.
Technology can also rouse
fear and suspicion like in the
case of the smartwatch where
some
London
universities
have banned all watches in
exam halls to prevent cheating.
Finally, taking a break from our
use of technology can allow us time
to reflect. With this year’s National
Unplug Day on the horizon, we
can join in to see what we may
have been missing in our lives.
It is easy to assemble ourselves
like suckerfish on the pulse
of technology;
hanging on
and blindly swapping organic
integrity for the most hyped
device of the season. But it is
not until we take a break, and
a look around that we can truly
decide on the future that we want.
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2/28

CAMPUS TOUR
PRESENTATION
STUDENT CENTER - CONFERENCE
ROOM 120
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STUDENT CENTER -CONFERENCE
ROOM 120

10:00am-11:30pm

10:00am-11:30pm
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OTTER CYCLE CENTER
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/
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SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS
CLOTHESLINE
MAIN QUAD IN FRONT OF THE
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2:00pm-4:00pm

LEAGUE OF SMASHERS
CLUB MEETING

HUNGER GAMES
MOCKINGJAY
WORLD THEATER

MEDIA LEARNING CENTER

7:00pm-9:00pm

7:00pm-9:00pm

3/5

3/6

OUT OF THE BLUES

FRIDAY MOUNTAIN BIKE PHENOMYNAL WORIDES W/ CYCLE CTR. MYN CELEBRATION
UNIVERSITY CENTER LEFT CONOTTER CYCLE CENTER
FEREMCERG0M114.UNIVERSI
12:00pm-3:00pm
1Y CENTER MIDDLE CONFERENCE
LEAGUE OF SMASHERS ROOM-115,UNIVERSITY CENTER
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RIGHT CONFERENCE ROOM -116
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HEALTH CENTER-BLDG 80
CONFERENCE ROOM 90

3:30pm-5:00pm
WOMEN'S MOUTAIN
BIKE RIDE
OTTER CYCLE CENTER

4:30pm-6:00pm

ROOM 120

3/7

7:00pm-9:00pm

TO LIGHT A CANDLE:
DOCUMENTARY FILM
UNIVERSITY CENTER-BALLROOM

6:00pm-9:00pm

Submityour work!
-Art
The Otter Realm is
always accepting student
submissions to highlight
achievements.
Send us your work!

-Cartoons
-Editorials/Opinion
-Short Stories
-Photography
-Poetry
-Anything creative!

7:30pm-11:50pm

Please email your submissions to otterrealm@csumb.edu
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RATE YOUR (FUTURE) PROFESSORS
STUDENTS EVALUATE POTENTIAL HCOM PROFESSORS

Nick Emanuel, Staff Reporter

NEMANUEL@CSUMB.EDU

The Power of Voice is expanded
as the hiring Committee of Cali
fornia State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) allows students
to evaluate future potential pro
fessors of the Human Commu
nications (HCOM) department.
On average, students spend
around 175 days inside a class
room a year, for about two hours
per day. That comes out to about
350 hours of teaching from a pro
fessor that you may not even like.
Luckily for the students majoring
in HCOM, CSUMB has incor
porated a method of hiring that
enables students to assist in the
search for a new HCOM professor.
For the next few weeks, three
candidates chosen by the school

hiring committee will be given
an hour to lecture the Students
of Dr. Qun Wang’s HCOM 300
class on a topic of their choosing.
Representatives of the communi
ty, teachers from several depart
ments, and now, students, will
look for the good, the bad, and
the ugly on these candidates. Dr.
Wang, one of the first professors
to teach at CSUMB, told the Otter
Realm “I have never seen mem
bers of students’ reps, community
reps, or even faculty from other
departments sitting on the search
committee together.”
He ex
pressed his interest in how most
of the hiring process usually in
volves evaluations from a depart
ment with student evaluations
done separately. What makes this
new process unique is how all the
evaluations are done together.
Dr. Debian Marty, the profes
sor spearheading the hiring pro
cess for an HCOM teacher, said to
the students of Dr. Wang’s class,

“Whoever we hire, you will be the
ones to take classes with that per
son. And we are 72 voices strong.”
The evaluation of 72 students al
lows the hiring Committee a more
broad perspective of the student
voice. Given that there are more
than just HCOM majors in the
class, the committee can gather
the perspectives of students from
several programs. 72 students
can now view all three candi
dates and give accurate feedback.
Students will be evaluating
teachers based on their strengths,
weaknesses, and limitations or
concerns. Their overall assess
ment of the candidates will be
reviewed by members of the hir
ing committee and used to help
make a decision. Ra’Jhon Sykes,
CSUMB freshman majoring in
HCOM conveyed a positive atti
tude toward this process. She said
to the Otter Realm “ I do not know
if all departments at CSUMB in
corporate this method into the

hiring process but they should.
Since students are the ones being
lectured all year long, it would be
nice to have a chance to see what
a teacher lectures like.” Her only
concern about this process is the
length of the lectures. “It is hard
to understand the way a candi
date teaches with only an hour to
evaluate. If teachers could lecture
more than once students can re
ally understand how the candi
date teaches.” Many students at
CSUMB approve of this process
and encourage other universi
ties, if not already, to incorporate
this method into their system.
CSUMB incorporates a method
of hiring similar to universities
across the United States, but the
diversity of the evaluations be
ing done here is what makes it so
different. Students with different
majors, representatives from the
community, and teachers from
several departments can now
work together and decide which

candidate will truly be the best
for the open position. This new
version of hiring is still being fur
ther explored onto how the stu
dents can truly share their voices.
Dr. Marty was considering the
use of more students in the hiring
process for the next open position.
Would students prefer to receive
their lectures outside of class
time so the variety of represen
tatives be increased even more?
Or should the university keep the
evaluations of students to only
a few? The method of using stu
dents when hiring is not new but
the approach at CSUMB is. Could
this become a regular process
at CSUMB? Only time will tru
ly tell. But the voices of students
are becoming more important
than we could have ever expected.

they are acknowledged in the
survey, and the survey is de
signed for all students. It’s to
capture the entire student body.”
Hiramoto posed the question
“Howinclusiveareweasacampus?”
As a whole, the survey will
act as a mirror to the current
strengths and weaknesses of
CSUMB. This will not be conduct
ed annually but the results will be
used in several years to see the
possible progress that was made.
The survey is accessible online
and can be taken via computer or
smartphone in one sitting, and
could take up to thirty minutes
to complete. However, Hiramoto

pointed out that participants can
come and return to the survey as
they please. It will remain open
for the entire month of March
and includes the small incentive
of a $1.50 coupon which can be
spent any food outlet at CSUMB.
Hiramoto wished to express
the incentive as an exchange of
gratitude for those who partici
pate. She also encourages the use
of Social media to promote the
advertisement of the Survey by
using the hashtag #OtterBeHeard
So, how inclusive are as
a campus? Only you fel
low Otters can answer. This
March you Otter Be Heard.

CAMPUS CLIMATE SURVEY
ARE YOU BEING
REPRESENTED?

Jonah Worcester. Staff Reporter

JWORCESTER@CSUMB.EDU
In early March, Otters across
campus will have the opportunity
to make their voices heard in the
“Campus Climate Survey Otter Be
Heard: Help Build a Better Cam
pus.” Students, faculty and staff
are all encouraged to participate.
The upcoming survey will
serve as a mirror to reflect the
strengths and weaknesses at our
campus. It includes a wide range
of topics from diversity and eth
nicity, to sexual orientation and
social representation. Before the
survey is launched we ask you,
our fellow Otters, how inclu
sive are we as a campus already?
The Survey is a collaborative
effort between Associate Vice
President of Inclusive Excellence
Chief Diversity Officer Patti Hiramoto, Human Communication
(HCOM) Professor Maria Villase
nor and an Advising team repre
senting faculty, staff and students.
This is to be the first time the
Campus Climate Survey will oc

cur at California State Univer
sity, Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
Hiramoto said “We’ve been
planning this for at least
six months, maybe longer.”
“The purpose is really to look at
the way students, all students are
experiencing the campus,” said
Hiramoto. The survey poses the
question in relating to students
being welcomed, respected and
supported at CSUMB, including
international students despite
their brief amount of time here.
While the core focus of the
survey is students, faculty and
staff are highly encouraged to
participate and provide an ex
ample to students and allow for
them to really comprehend how
the campus is being experienced.
The survey states that it will
help to inform a diversity plan.
The word “diversity” became
a key topic upon interviewing
students and staff on campus
about their opinion of the survey.
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Some students believe the
campus is already quite diverse
but still progressing as a student
population. However, diversi
ty among faculty and staff was
examinied. “It could be more
diverse, especially in the staff,”
said Elyse Colbert, HCOM junior,
who referred to CSUMB’s Vision
statement as the goal to uphold.
We already have an idea of
diversity in the campus ac
cording to the “Enrollment
Fast
Facts
For
Spring
2014.” Taking this into ac
count, all who were interviewed
were in favor of the survey.
“I think it’s necessary. We’re
in a global world, everyone is in
terconnected,” said David Igbokwe, Global Studies sophomore.
When Hiramoto was asked
about the question of diversi
ty in terms of race and ethnicity
she said “it’s definitely beyond
just race,” stating that “we want
to make every student feel like

CSUMB greek members holoding up the campus climate survey

Photo by: Jonah Worcester
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PARKING CRISIS OR
IDENTITY
CRISIS?
VIEWS ABOUT

PARKING AT CSUMB
Photo by: Elizabeth Hensley

Ellizabeth Hensley, Editor in Chief
EHENSLEY@CSUMB

With parking spaces be
coming scarcer on main
campus, many have been
feeling the pinch. But
is parking really the is
sue at California State
University
Monterey
Bay (CSUMB)? That de
pends on who you ask.
Biology senior, Emilie Fiala, told the Otter
Realm she had to rework
her schedule to find park
ing before class. “I have
to get here a half an hour
early to find parking and
I usually end up in VPA
anyway. It is frustrating
because I have so many
books I need to carry
around with me,” she said.
American Language and
Culture Program Coordina
tor, Carolynn Schaut feels
CSUMB can do better when
it comes to visitor parking.
Schaut said that during a
presentation from a visit
ing member of the Mexican

Consulate last semester,
she “had to borrow his keys
and move his car for him so
he wouldn’t get a ticket.”
Issues surrounding park
ing have become so prev
alent, they were recently
the basis for a project in
Lecturer Tasha Parmel
ee’s Business Ethics and
Critical Thinking class.
Business junior, Rey
Gonzalez, and his class
mates were tasked to come
up with a solution for the
lack of central parking. A
PowerPoint created for the
project reads “Our Prob
lem: Parking Spots - too
few of them - too far.”
For the project, Gonzalez
and his group decided the
best way to solve this prob
lem would be to create sep
arate parking for residents
so daily commuters could
park closer. Other ideas
included building a park
ing garage and making a
deal with Monterey Salinas
Transit (MST) to have more
of their lines extend hours.
Gonzalez, who currently
chooses to park in lot 71 be
hind the Visual Public Arts
(VPA) department walks
to his classes across cam-

Photo by: Elizabeth Hensley
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pus by the World Theater.
He cited another problem
related to parking on our
campus: lighting. While
there is parking available
behind building 47, it is
not well-lit at night, mak
ing vehicle safety an issue.
Associate Director of
Campus Planning and De
velopment, Anya Spear,
said “lighting is a constant
issue we’re
discussing,
and how to make [park
ing] more accessible for
students with disabilities.”
But as Campus Planning
and
Development
pre
pares to revamp CSUMB’s
Master Plan in upcoming
months, it’s not more park
ing they will be focusing
on but rather the focus will
shift toward alternative
modes of transportation.
“When we redo the
Master Plan, the parking
should be out on the pe
riphery and on the inside
everyone should be walking
and biking around,” said
Spear. She continued, say
ing “we are trying to make
improvements so it’s easier
to bike and take the bus.”
Progress has already
been made as a new bike lot
opened up on Divarty Street,
as well as a new bus stop
behind the Otter Express.
As for upcoming plans,
Spear says “we are working
a bike path to connect to
the Promontory,” CSUMB’s
new
housing
facility.
However, future proj
ects depend on funding.
“At most schools, parking
fees fund transit and bike
lockers or bike share pro
grams, but our parking
is so cheap we can’t fund
anything,” said Spear. “We
could do amazing things if
we raised the parking and
got people out of their cars.”
At CSUMB, parking is

enforced and maintained
by the University Police
Department (UPD). In an
interview with the Otter
Realm, Sergeant Stacie
Russo of the UPD explained
that while we are a growing
campus, parking will con
tinue to move around to
accommodate for growth.
For example the parking
spaces used to make way
for the Business IT (BIT)
building were reallocated
in lot 71, and as growth con
tinues, departments and
parking will shift and other
remote lots may open up.
Sgt. Russo said “we
make adjustments as needs
change and we encourage

students, faculty and staff
to come to us,” welcoming
the CSUMB community to
voice their concerns by vis
iting the parking office in
Valley Hall, calling (831)
582-3573 or emailing parking_office@csumb.edu.
One possible solution
to remote parking is the
UPD’s NightWalk service.
According to CSUMB’s
parking website “the NightWalk Service provides es
corts between main campus
locations to anyone regard
less of their affiliation with
CSUMB.” This service is
available
Monday-Friday
from 5 p.m. to midnight, but
can be provided 24-hours

by calling (831) 655-0268.
While Spear and Russo
depend on many different
entities to make informed
decisions, they have a sim
ilar message for frustrated
commuters. They each rec
ommend the CSUMB com
munity save the gas they’d
spend hunting for park
ing and to use alternative
modes of transportation at
the campus core. Eventual
ly Spear envisions a future
when “you could get out of
your car and get on a bike
or hop on a shuttle.” But
for now she says “there are
spots. But save your 10 min
utes for walking instead.”

CSUMB Community Bike Map
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KAPPA
WEEK

Photo By: Taylor Johnson

KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY IS HOSTING THEIR FIRST DANCE
OF THE YEAR, SHIMMY LIKE A NUPE, ON FRIDAY, FEB 2 7.
Taylor Johnson, Staff Reporter

TAJOHNSON@CSUMB.EDU
It’s time to get down with the
Kappas. On Friday, Feb. 27 the
gentlemen of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity Incorporated will be
hosting their dance, Shimmy Like
A Nupe (another name for Kappa
Alpha Psi) , at the Black Box
Cabaret (BBC) from 9 p.m.-i2 a.m.
in honor of Black History month.
The dance will have a cover
charge of $3 for California

State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) students with Otter an
ID card. Guests are also welcome
with a valid ID and a $5 cover
charge. Kappa Alpha Psi is known
to have great dances. “I always
look forward to their dances, it
is a guaranteed fun time,” said
CSUMB student Jessie Lopez.
“We will be having a shimmy
contest between the ladies to
see who can shimmy the best
for a prize,” said Marquise
Crear, Global Studies major.

“We [Kappas] like to hold high
standards, the dance will be
nothing less than a great time.”
The Kappas are also welcoming
all Greeks to participate in
their
shimmy
contest
by
creating one minute strolls.
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
Inc. Rho Beta Chapter joined
the Multicultural Greek Council
(MGC) of CSUMB in 2011. Kappa
Alpha Psi was originally founded
Jan. 5, 1911 and was created as a
brotherhood of African American

males to promote leadership
and achievements in all fields.
Earlier this week, Kappas
hosted an event in the student
center called Speak Out which
allowed students to participate in
the Kappas version of open-mic
night. The purpose was to bring
people of different backgrounds
and
students
together on
campus to share their talents.
On Feb. 25 the Kappas also
held an event in the student
center called Kappa Knows

Best, which was a game night
of Jeopardy hosted by the
Nupes (Kappa Alpha Psi). The
event was hosted in the East
Lounge of the Student Center.
“In honor of Black History
Month, we wanted to host
events to show that we do
more than just host dances,”
CJ
Ajayi,
Biology
major.

CSUMB, SEASIDE AND AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY - PART II
Steven Goings, MSW student (2017).

Adviser for the NAACP@CSUMB

SGOINGS@CSUMB.EDU

After I took the CSUMB New
Faculty Bus Tour two and a half
years ago, I complained that there
was no mention whatsoever of the
presence of Blacks in Monterey
County. I was initially ignored,
but this fall, the tour finally
came to Seaside, which is great.
However, the fact that it took
17 years to get there is deeply
disappointing.
So, is CSUMB
doing enough to preserve the
unique history - and continuation
- of African Americans in
the city of Seaside?
No.
While CSUMB is not a
Historically Black College, it is
located in what could be termed
a Historically Black City that
has an unparalleled record of
African American leadership

and multicultural participation.
Campus administration officials
should know this.
It should
be a source of pride that is
trumpeted and included in
campus promotional material,
particularly
in
recruitment
of Black students.
As an
institution, it is time for CSUMB
to dedicate some resources
towards building a partnership
with the city of Seaside.
But the truth is in terms of
demographics, Seaside is not what
it was. Since the closing of Ft. Ord,
its Black population has declined
to only 7%. Many Black owned
businesses and organizations
have closed, and black leaders
that remain are generally well
past retirement age. It is well
past time for the educated,
middle class and middle age
black staff and faculty of CSUMB
to do their part in revitalizing
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this vanishing African American
stronghold.
We especially
need more participation in the
committees and programs of the
Monterey County Branch NAACP.
On campus, some things
have been improving.
Recent
recruitment efforts have doubled
the black student population,
now at 8%.
Black oriented
events include, Black Admitted
Students
Reception,
Black
Graduation,
Black
Students
United, NAACP@CSUMB, Kappa
Alpha Psi, Delta Sigma Theta, and
the African American Diaspora
Staff & Faculty Alliance. Famed
Black intellectual, Dr. Cornel
West has a CSUMB speaking
engagement on April 24th.
But all is not well.
White
privilege and unconscious race
bias are alive and well at CSUMB.
Some of us feel that the last two
Black women in Student Activities

left under dubious circumstances.
There are Black faculty members
on this campus who regularly
have their legitimacy challenged
by students and are inadequately
supported by colleagues. There
are too few Blacks in leadership
roles in Academic Affairs.
We
have current black lecturers
who are underutilized and
full time black staff who are
needlessly barred from teaching
by CSU regulations. We have
had first-time black lecturers
whose success should have been
invested in that were let go, and
we have staff of all colors that
are not adequately encouraged
and supported in gaining higher
degrees and moving up the latter.
Let me end with a few more
specific requests. First, CSUMB
should pay the legal defense
fees for the black student whose
charges were dropped due to a

biased CSUMB police report. A
campus wide unconscious bias
and racial equity workshop
for administrators and hiring
committees is desperately needed.
A final gesture that would
go a long way in showing some
appreciation of the local African
American community would be
inviting Ben Jealous as the 2016
Commencement Speaker.
Mr.
Jealous, a Monterey County
native, is one of the most
important civil rights leaders in
the country and a hometown hero.
If you are interested in
continuing
this
article’s
conversation, join us Thu Feb
26th at the NAACP Black History
Month meeting 7 to 8:30 at the
Alumni Visitor’s Center.
You
can also contribute by taking the
staff or student African American
survey; you can email me to receive
the survey at sgoings@csumb.edu.
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ASSOCIATED
STUDENTS
Photo By: Kernel Jones

AS ELECTIONS:
OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND

THE MAIN FOCUS OF AS AND HOW YOU CAN BEA PART OF THE CHANGE IN
STUDENT GOVERNMENT
Kenzel Jones, Staff Reporter
KENJONES@CSUMB.EDU

It’s that time of year again at
California
State
University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB);
elections for Associated Students
(AS) are right around the corner.
Soon, students will have the
chance to voice their opinions
and choose the next wave of
student affairs and leadership.
AS is the official student
government
at
CSUMB,
employing students who work in
several different roles to address
student’s academic and social
issues and concerns. Examples
of issues that AS addresses
are housing for international
students,
gym
quality and
equipment, transportation and
school spirit. They are made

up of seven different divisions
and boards, committees, senate
and subsidiary councils that
work individually and together
to achieve the goals set out
by the student government
and students here at CSUMB.
Associated Students’ Director
of Auxiliary Affairs, Larenz Tolson
said they are working to adopt
“new and improved bus schedules
from East Campus to main and/
or even the cities of Sand City,
Seaside and Monterey” and “a
partnership with ZipCar.” ZipCar
is a company that allows people to
rent cars for a designated period
of time, with gas and insurance
included in the rental fee.
To be able to participate

Associated Students social media sites and materials

www.otterreaIm.com
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Director of Inter-Club Affairs,
Ryan Green

Photo By: Kenzel
Jones

in an election as candidates
or voter shows an amount of
awareness
and
importance
to campus involvement and
social action that is vital to life
here at CSUMB. Ryan Green,
Director of Inter-Club Affairs
said “I often say that the best
benefit of being in AS is playing
that key role in student life.”
With AS, students are given
the opportunity to step up and
become leaders of their school
and student body. AS president
Ian
Olden,
Global
Studies
senior, said that “AS means an
opportunity to make a better
campus” he continued by saying
“because we are young we have
a chance to shape the campus.”
While voting takes place at the
end of March, it is a good time to
go over the basics of AS and learn

how students can participate in
the upcoming elections. At the
top of AS would be the Executive
Board. The Executive Board
consists of the president, vice
president, chief operations officer
and the chief programming
officer and cover all issues and
concerns involving AS and
serve as a means to strengthen
AS
and
communication
between AS
and
students.
This is followed by AS’ Senate.
The student Senate is made up of
various senators that represent
majors, faculties and clubs that
together provide a voice to the
various groups here at CSUMB.
Both the Executive Board and
the Senate are divisions that

AS President, Ian Olden

have candidates that will be
elected in the upcoming election
while the rest of the positions
will be filled by appointments.
If you want to learn more about
the candidates, early March is
your chance to see them in action.
Speeches will be held on March 10
at the East Lounge of the Student
Center at 7 p.m. and debates will
be held there on March 24 at 8p.m.
Voting
will
take
place
through
the
CMS
system
online, starting March 25 at 9
a.m. and ending on March 27.
Results will be announced
on March 27 with a chance to
meet the newly elected officers
at a celebration party where the
location will be determined later.

Photo By: Kenzel Jones
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2014 - 2015 STEINBECK YOUNG AUTHORS

COACH
REQUEST
The National Steinbeck Center
invites you to join us as a one-day

Volunteer Writing Coach
for the

2014-2015

2014-2015
Steinbeck Young Authors Program
Monday, March 2, 2015
10:30AM - 1:45PM
Scheduled this year to serve more than

2000 Monterey County students,

STEINBECK

YOUNG

AUTHORS

this important program is designed to improve
the writing skills of middle school students.

We hope you can share some of your
time and talent with us!
To sign up to be a coach, fill in the Coach Response Form
and return it to the Education Department at
programs@steinbeck.org or Jesse@steinbeck.org
or fax to 831796.3828.

For more information, please visit www.steinbeck.org.
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NATIONAL EATING DISORDER WEEK
CSUMB RAISES AWARENESS
Taylor Johnson. Staff Reporter

TAJOHNSON@CSUMB.EDU

Up to 24 million people of all
ages and genders suffer from
eating
disorders.
National
Eating Disorder week is taking
place Feb. 22-28 to spread
awareness not only at California
State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB),
but
nationwide.
CSUMB will be tabling to educate
students about eating disorders
on Feb. 26 from 11 a.m.-i p.m. at
Starbucks in the Student Center.
The Personal Growth and
Counseling Center (PGCC), as well
as the CSUMB program Promoting
Otter Wellness through Education
and Resources (POWER)’s Peer
Educators will be collaborating to
spread awareness. There will be
information as well as a screening
available to anyone interested.

The
Otter
Realm
spoke
with POWER Peer Educator
and Psychology junior, Ashley
Reyes, who said “We are tabling
because not many people are
aware that the people around
them deal with eating disorders?
Eating disorders are an issue
many people face. Whether it is
anorexia, bulimia, or binge eating
disorder, it is an issue that is only
becoming more serious everyday.
According
to the
National
Association of Anorexia Nervosa
and Associated Disorders 91
percent of college students
have attempted to change their
weight through dieting. Eating
disorders not only affect a person
physically, but mentally as well.
Extreme changes in attitudes
and emotions that are connected
with weight and food issues
are forms of eating disorders.
In the United States alone, 30
million people are impacted by
a eating disorder at some point

in their lifetime according to
the National Eating Disorder
Association
(NEDA).
Often
times, the result of eating
disorders can be life threatening.
Anorexia nervosa is an intense
fear of gaining weight. People
will avoid eating and obsess over
their body image. Consequences
of Anorexia are muscle loss and
weakness, reduction of bone
density,
severe
dehydration,
fainting, hair loss, slow heart rate
and low blood pressure. (NEDA)
Binge Eating Disorder and
bulimia nervosa are when one
will consume large amounts of
food in a small period of time
and the latter is followed by
compulsive attempts to avoid
weight gain through vomiting,
fasting or excessive exercising
according to the non-profit
resource, helpguide.org. Risks
of bulimia include inflammation
and rupture of the esophagus
due
to
frequent
vomiting.

Tooth decay and staining from
stomach acids released during
vomiting can also occur, as can
irregular heartbeats. (NEDA)
Results
of Binge
Eating
disorder are high blood pressure,
high cholesterol levels, type II
diabetes mellitus, and gallbladder
disease.
Another
concern
connected with eating disorders
are that they are not just a phase,
but a permanent behavior.
This is alarming, because they
can seriously harm health,
productivity, and relationships.
The PGCC held a support group
meeting Monday to address ways
students can feel positive about
themselves inside and out, as well
as come up with ways to develop
good health care strategies. “It is
cool that CSUMB is addressing
these topics,
my freshman
year I had a bulimic friend and
had no idea what to do? said
Jennifer
Rodriguez,
Human
Communication (HCOM) major.

“Thegoal of the Personal
Growth and Counseling Center
is to increase knowledge and
awareness of issues related to
personal
wellness,
including
mental health, suicide prevention,
sexual
assault
prevention,
nutrition,
eating
disorders,
reproductive health, and the use of
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs,”
as said in their mission statement.
They can be reached MondayFriday by calling (831) 582-3969
or online at csumb.edu/pgcc
Throughout the year the Power
Peer Education Program offers
many workshops to benefit all
CSUMB students such as an
Alcohol
Education,
Suicide
Prevention and Education, and
Sexual Assault Prevention and
Education. To find out more about
upcoming events, call (831) 5824437orvisithealth.staging.csumb.
edu/power-peer-education.

NOCTURNAL NIGHTLIFE
DON'T BE FOOLED BY THESE CUDDLY-LOOKING BANDITS
Briiiainie Gome/. Stall Reporter

BGOMEZ@CSUMB.EDU

Although
Raccoons,
known
scientifically as Procyon lotor, may
look adorable and cuddly, they
can carry7 some nasty diseases that
may be harmful towards those
at California State University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB).
Raccoons practically surround
CSUMB and appear late at night,
as they are nocturnal, and are
hidden while they sleep during
the day. Abell Pest Control has
found raccoons living in “hollow
trees, brush piles, barns [and]
abandoned buildings.” A raccoon
can weigh from 10-30 pounds
and be up to 24-36 inches long.
They are adaptable to different
environments as long as there is
food, water and shelter available.
In the wild, a raccoon can live
up to 12 years. But in a domestic

www.otterreaIm.com
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setting like on our campus, with
exposure to trash, pollution and
human contact can reduce their
lifespan by up to 50 percent.
These little fellas will rip through
your garbage and all debris that
may have been left unattended
will be explored or devoured.
Most importantly, raccoons can
create a dangerous atmosphere
for the students who either
live or commute to campus.
Luckily, we don’t have to worry
about rabies being an issue.

Three years ago Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) reported that “only one
human has ever died from
the raccoon strain of rabies.”
The Humane Society has also
reported that “a rabid raccoon is
usually dead within one to three
days of becoming infectious,
and even if you’re bitten by a
rabid raccoon, effective post
exposure treatment is available.”
The most dangerous virus
associated with raccoons is

roundworm, also known as
Baylisascaris.
Global
Health
states that this bacteria found
in raccoons, “[are] worms [that
become] intestinal parasites.”
Because raccoons leave behind
their fecal matter and
don’t
clean up after themselves, it
can begin to build up. Global
Health advises that individuals
always wash their hands “after
working or playing outdoors.”
The student body should
avoid all interactions to prevent

possible contamination from the
hazardous stool or debris. If a
student comes in contact with
raccoon fecal matter, it should
be directly addressed to prevent
any spreading of infection.

9 | Otter Realm | February 26, 2015

10 | Otter Realm | February 26, 2015

w w w.otte rrea lm.com

CUSTOMIZE YOUR EDUCATION
INTEGRATED STUDIES ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR FALL 2015
Wesley Barnes, Staff reporter

WBARNES@CSUMB.EDU

California
State
University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) will be
re-launching the Integrated Stud
ies Special Major (ISSM) during
the 2015 fall semester. ISSM is a
major which allows students to
create their own course of study.
The major was created to give
self-driven students with specific
goals the chance to blend multiple
disciplines. Dr. Sam Robinson,
ISSM Coordinator, is excited to
say that CSUMB is now accept
ing applications for the major.
Students who wish to partici
pate in ISSM will have to prove

their career choice requires mul
tiple fields of study and will ben
efit from the learning outcomes
offered by CSUMB. There will be
ISSM advisors for the ISSM stu
dents who will help the students
put together an academic plan for
the multiple fields of study. This
plan will include the aid of at least
two faculty advisors. Since ISSM
allows students to blend fields of
study, all of CSUMB will potential
ly have a part in the major, kind
of like a CSUMB collaboration.
This major is very intense. Stu
dents need to be willing to put in
the hard work and if they do so, the
reward will definitely be fulfilling.
Robinson told the Otter Realm the
reason ISSM is being relaunched

is because the old program need
ed to be revamped to fit the needs
of
modern students. Robin
son also mentioned the major is
meant for self-driven students.
The importance of being so mo
tivated and determined is because
the individual student is respon
sible for making everything happen.“The students who choose this
major are like Spiderman. With
great power comes great respon
sibility. They have to be willing to
put in the work,” Robinson said.
Much like other majors, there
will still be learning outcomes.
Major
Learning
Outcomes
(MLOs) will have to be met be
fore graduating. In ISSM, MLO
1 is interdisciplinary theory and

California State University

MONTEREY BAY
practice. MLO 2 involves re
search methods and students
being able to conduct and pres
ent advanced levels of research
for their field of choice. MLO 3
will focus on the basis of the ma
jor. Here students will be asked
to bring their multiple fields of
study together to make connec
tions and solve some problems.
Wolfie Puck, a business major
ing senior, liked the idea of ISSM.
“If I knew about ISSM when I
first came to CSUMB I definitely
would have applied,” Puck said.
“Honestly, I don’t think I could
be that determined.” The major

is designed to be a two year pro
gram. Students are required to
have all of their general educa
tion requirements completed and
a minimum of a 3.0 GPA before
applying for the major. As men
tioned earlier, CSUMB is now
accepting applications but the
deadline is March 13. Any ques
tions can be directed to Sam Rob
inson, sarobinson@csumb.edu.

CSUMB STUDENT WINS
TRANSPORTATION AWARD

Ariana Green, a planner
Jacob Barnett, Staff Reporter at Transportation Agency
of Monterey County, who
JBARNETT@CSUMB.EDU
is just a powerhouse of
California State Universi knowledge and informa
ty Monterey Bay (CSUMB) tion and an inspiration to
HCOM junior, Bernard many around the county.
Green, recently received This award was actually
an award for his efforts to given to me as recognition
improve alternative trans for the efforts I’ve been
portation throughout Mon putting forth over the past
terey County. The Otter few years, and that’s been
Realm sat down with Green a coordinated effort be
to hear his thoughts on his tween a few different initia
accomplishments so far. tives I have under my belt.
Otter Realm: So, tell
us a bit about the
award
you
received.

Bernard
Green:
It’s
called the Transportation
Excellence award and it was
offered by the Transpor
tation agency of Monterey
County (TAMC) and it’s a
great honor. First, I want to
thank Anya Spear for nomi
nating me for this award af
ter seeing the accomplish
ments I’ve made throughout
Monterey county, as well as
Theresa Wright for pushing
so hard for me to be nomi
nated. I also want to thank

www.otterrealm.com

How did you first get
involved
on
campus?

I came to the University
three years ago, and im
mediately recognized the
potential for innovative
transportation and urban
planning initiatives. After
wondering for nearly a year
which department is re
sponsible for such projects,
I finally met Megan Tolbert
who was the Transportation
Planner for the universi
ty. Since then, I’ve had the
opportunity to work with
a host of faculty members
and students on campus.

What are your thoughts
on transportation on cam
pus? How do you think
it’s progressed since your
initial
participation?

Right after I came on
board with the Transporta
tion Division of the Campus
Planning and Development
Department, after the first
three weeks or so, the trans
portation planner for the
university, Megan Tolbert,
actually left as she received
a job in Boulder Colorado.
She was a big influence for
me, and I was interested to
see how the campus would
move forward in transpor
tation network without a
transportation
planner.
Since then we’ve been able
to apply for a number of
grants. We actually just re
ceived a $2000 grant from
the Statewide Associated
Students
Greenovations
fund which we’re going to
use to get eight additional
bike racks for the campus,
and we’re hoping to apply
for more grant funds in
the future. We’re also go
ing to be hiring two new
communications
interns

Right: Bernard Green talking to a bicyclist

to help with outreach ef
forts, since the depart
ment has so many projects
running that impact cam
pus community members

that solution being a trans
portation fee for students.

ability on campus, and what
is possible if they dream big.

What else have you done
on and around campus?

Do you have any advice
for fellow students who
want to get involved?

What are some of the
most difficult challenges
you’ve faced in the time
of your
involvement?

With some help, I’ve
managed to launch the
Monterey Bicycle Project.
The goal of that project
was to become a bicycle
advocacy group in Mon
terey Bay, and I think it
accomplished that, and I
hoped to inspire others to
do more and achieve more.
I also have been involved
in general sustainability ef
forts on campus. I inspired
the AS Environmental Af
fairs Committee(EAC) to
implement reusable to-go
containers at the Dining
Commons, and have been
working with potential can
didates for next year’s EAC
to help them understand
the current state of sustain

The biggest hurdle I’ve
seen with transportation
planning and outreach has
been the lack of a dedicated
and reliable funding source.
It’s very difficult to plan an
efficient transportation net
work without a guarantee
of funding. It’s nearly im
possible to build a reliable,
varied Transportation De
mand Management strate
gy when you have to request
funds from a general pool of
money. So I see the need for
a permanent transportation
funding solution, and I see

Express your interests.
The only way for you to ad
vance your vision for your
future is to let people know
what you hope to do in the
future. Share your vision
for CSUMB or Fort Ord. If
you’re interested in kinesi
ology, try to get an intern
ship at the gym or a local
gym. If you’re interested
in working in business or
starting a business, find an
incubator and go in there
ask for an internship so you
can understand how the
business works. Just put
your foot forward, let people
know what you’re interest
ed in and share your vision.
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AN OTTER
WALKS
INTO A CLUB
GET TO KNOW SOME OF
OUR CAMPUS CLUBS
Miranda Squires, Staff Reporter

The Anime Club ploying some board games.

Photo by: Miranda Squires

MSQUIRES@CSUMB.EDU

M

THE
LEAGUE OF
SMASHERS

aking campus connections can prove challenging when time seems to be fleeting
and work continues to pile up. However, becoming a part of something that you
are passionate about can be a healthy addition to your workload.

Campus clubs and organizations provide a way for students to meet each oth
er, engage in activities specific to their interests and experience a collaborative,
intellectual learning community where they can feel safe to learn and teach each other.
The following are just a few of the clubs at California State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) that provide safe learning environments, comfortable atmospheres and activi
ties that bring people together to have fun.

Memebers of the League of Smashers playing Super Smash Bros Brawl
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Nintendo is a childhood memory for most, but for the
League of Smashers, it has become a passion. Sitting qui
etly in the Media Learning Center, room 120, notepad in
hand, I hear yells of victory and cries of defeat, as I observe
a group of students throwing down on a Super Smash
Bros. game. They pick their characters, and the competi
tion ensues.
Avery Christmas, Cinematics Arts Junior and the presi
dent of the League of Smashers, says he started the club
officially last semester, Fall 2014. Initially, he was in pursuit
of a way to find Smash contenders that could challenge
him and his friends. However, the club has stemmed into a
way for students to meet and enjoy some friendly compe
tition.
Super Smash Bros, is a widely recognized popular cross
over fighting game made by Nintendo featuring characters
like Mario, Kirby, Link, Pikachu, and many others. The ob
jective of the game is untraditional due to the goal being to
knock opponents off the playing field instead of decreas
ing an opponent's life.
"Everyone and their grandma's love it." - Avery Christmas
Christmas says the best part about joining the club is to
be in the company of "people who are completely differ
ent, personality wise, but they all have a common bond."
The League of Smashers have dedicated themselves to
playing and learning in order to gain the confidence they
need to face other Smashers at tournaments in the future.
The Smashers meet every Friday at 7 p.m., where differ
ent versions of Super Smash Bros, are played. For more
information contact President, Avery Christmas at achristmas@cumb.edu
www.otterreaIm.com

ANIME
CLUB
Some of the students and alumni that are involved in the Anime Club

Photo by: Miranda Squires

As I meet with the Anime club at the Student Center in room 120 at 8 p.m., a sense of belonging flows through me and I can feel the
happiness and comfort that the club elicits from its members.
The Anime club provides a safe environment for people to be who they are and enjoy their passions while further exploring Japanese
culture and language through Anime.
The Anime club was founded at CSUMB in 2002 and started as a group of about eight fans. Alumnus and faculty member, David Ben
nett, Vice President of the club says, that since then it has slowly evolved into something much different. It isn’t just viewing Japanese
animation, but it also "helps people meet others and become a little more social."
Recently, they have introduced more group activities such as game nights, day hikes and a semester long history of Anime program
which highlights different styles of animation throughout the past few decades. Another event coming soon on March 9th at 8p.m. is
Movie Mondays, where there will be a viewing of "Arashi no Yoru ni" (2005) in the Student Center, room 120.
As a student who was very shy and isolated himself, Bennett says joining the Anime club helped him "become a lot more sociable
and in a way allowed me to gain skills that you need in real life."
For more information, contact club President, Jenny Hallett, atjhallett@csumb.edu or Vice President, David Bennett, at dbennett@
csumb.edu.

MIXED MARTIAL
ARTS CLUB
Photo by: David M. Allen

Students in the MMA Club practicing their moves

"Martial arts is not about how tough you are or how well you can fight," says Ana Cor
ral, Psychology Junior, transfer student and Sports Club Council Representative for the
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) club. The focus is to encourage people to learn -- and laugh
comfortably in a safe environment while practicing a variety of MMA disciplines for rec
reation, exercise and self-defense.
The club started about six years ago, and encourages novice and advanced individuals
to join. The MMA club is open to both teaching and gaining new skills. Corral says "every
one learns something new each time."
One of the main purposes of the club is to gain values of dedication and discipline
while practicing MMA, which can benefit students in their daily lives. MMA teaches the
importance of focus and perseverance, not just on the mat, but inside the classroom and
at work, as well.
Along with those values, they teach self-defense which is a large part of feeling safe,
especially at night when trekking to your car that is parked all the way across campus.
"A lot of our club members are women and most of our representatives are women
and we want them to feel safe in the environment they are in," explains Corral. Men are
also at risk of being harmed, therefore the MMA club tries to educate all of its members
about proper self-defense with minimal injuries to anyone involved.
Meetings are held every Monday and Wednesday at 8 p.m. in the Otter Sports Center.
For more information, contact the President Lizbeth Frasca at lfrasca@csumb.edu, or
SCC representative Ana Karen Corral ancorral@csumb.edu.

Joining a club weaves you into a social network where individuals find a personal sanctu
ary to de-stress from school and thoroughly enjoy activities of mutual interest. To become
involved in these clubs, or to seek out a different one, visit csumb.edu/activities.

www.otterrealm.com
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Eric Ransom. Staff Reporter

ERANSOM@CSUMB.EDU
Some London universities are enforcing
a blanket or complete ban on all watches
in exam halls to prevent cheating. The re
cent popularity of the smartwatches has
the University of London and others in
fear that exam proctors will not be able to
tell the difference between a smartwatch
and analog watch, according to BuzzFeed.
At California State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) students freely use
technology in the classroom but what if
the blanket ban spread to our campus?
The blanket ban was initiated last
summer by the University of Lon
don International Academy Academ
ic Committee, briefly stating that there
have been two reports of smartwatch
es seen within the examination hall.
The ban also includes mobile phones,
tablets or other electronic devices ac
cording to the institution’s policy.
How would a student be able to cheat
without getting caught? The features
of smart watches are similar to those
of a normal watch: You check the time
by looking at your watch and looking
away. But with a smartwatch, you are
able to check messages and emails in
full text with a slight flick of your wrist.
To get rid of the message, one can simply
turn the wrist away and the message leaves
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GO GO SMARTWATCH
THE BLANKET BAN ON SMARTWATCHES
the screen as if all you had done was look at
the time. The smartwatch is already camou
flaged as a regular
watch so there is
no need to hide it.
Smartwatch
es also have the
same capabilities
as a cell phone
and may change
the way we receive
messages
within
our environment.
Although com
panies like Peb
ble and Samsung
have ushered in
an era of George
Jetson and Dick
Tracy watch hab
A Samsung Smartwatch
its, Apple launch
ing
their
smartwatches
(Apple
Watch)
has
become
the
biggest
concern for the University of London.

Apple will issue electronic stores six
types of Apple watches in April featuring
materials such as
stainless steel, alu
minum, and 18 kar
at gold. The fact that
Apple watches look
and act like ordi
nary watches leave
proctors as well as
the Academic Com
mittee
unaware
of what could be a
unique cheat tool.
The Otter Realm
asked
students
about the recent ban
and whether or not
a smartwatch would
pose a problem
Photo by: Steven Villarreal
for CSUMB. Angel
Houts, Psychology junior said “No, hopeful
ly we keep our rights as students. Unless you
sign a contract, you should be able to have

a smartwatch.” Ryane Sepulveda, Biology
major and Freshman said, “No, because of
the large amount of students in a class. No
one has ever tried here. Why ban them?”
The Otter Realm also asked students
if Apple was to blame for the blanket ban
since the University of London fears that
the Apple Watch may give some students
an unfair advantage during their exams.
Diana Pastor, Social Work Program and
international student said “No, depends
on the people not to misuse the technol
ogy. People are sure of what they are do
ing.” Japanese major Nataly Zaragoza
said “No, Apple expands their technology,
but some people misuse that technology.”
The Otter Realm
contacted fac
ulty about the awareness of smart
watches and how they might change
campus life if used as a cheating tool.
“Yes of course. All smart devices could
be, and so could the person next to you.
People have been cheating for a long time.
I think this is an issue of ethics and the
need for discussions about ethics more
than a technology issue,” said Dr. Sam
Robinson, professor of Journalism and
Media Studies, Integrated Studies Spe
cial Major and Program Coordinator.
Smartwatches are still growing in the
word of technology here and abroad.
Only time will tell how we at CSUMB
will adapt to these changes and the cre
ation of this new path of communication.
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TAKE A VACATION FROM TECHNOLOGY
Photo by: Bnanna Mackey

PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL UNPLUG DAY TO RECONNECT WITH THE WORLD AROUND YOU

Briana Mackey

BMACKEY@CSUMB.EDU
Living in a super-connected generation plus being a col
lege student adds up to a generous amount of technol
ogy being consumed. The average American absorbs 34
gigabytes or 12 hours of information per day outside of
work according to Digital Intelligence Today (DIT). To
cut down that number just a gigabyte, the Health and
Wellness Center encourages California State Univer
sity Monterey Bay (CSUMB) to join National Unplug
Day for its second year. This event will be taking place
from sundown on March 6 to sundown on March 7.
Gary Rodriguez, Health Promotion and Pre
vention Specialist at the center, is asking CSUMB
to set aside technology and “Pledge to do some
thing you enjoy but never had the time to do”.
Friday, March 6 there will be a table set up in the
main quad where CSUMB will present the opportunity
to join the movement. The only thing asks is for partici
pants to fill out a sign stating why they want to unplug
and then upload the photo to nationaldayofunplugging.
com or any other social media site to spread awareness.

Twenty-four hours may seem like decades when we are
used to technology being at our fingertips, which is why Ro
driguez suggests “to make the commitment to do whatever
amount of time you feel most comfortable with.” The intent
is to not make anyone feel anxious or feel like their workload
might increase, but to open up the idea of a little leisure time.
EDTech shows that 86 percent of students own lap
tops and 62 percent own smartphones, leaving tablets
and e-readers not far behind. With that being said, it
is understandable that when caught in a moment of si
lence to break it by reaching for a cell phone or computer.
Facing a quiet moment alone may get uncomfort
able but its more concerning to know that informa
tion overload (when the volume of information avail
able exceeds the capacity to process and becomes a
barrier rather than a benefit) is linked to greater stress
and poorer health according to DIT. With the amount
of stress society is already under why add more?
To help keep one of the hidden distractions, Rodriguez
and his team came up with a creative way to store a phone.
At their table, those unplugging have the opportunity to de
sign their own cell phone sleeping bag. It is a creative way to
keep this technological staple out of sight and out of mind.
Worried that during a day without technology FOMO
(fear of missing out) might kick in? To help battle those
concerns, try taking the pledge with a friend and make
plenty of plans to keep busy. Lucky for us at CSUMB,
the beach isn’t too far from campus to catch some rays
or enjoy a sunset. Maybe even shuffle over to Star
bucks or Peet’s to indulge in a conversation over coffee.
National Unplug Day aims to bring back face to face con
versations and leave out texting from across the room. We
have so many ways to stay connected, it’s human nature to
want to belong to groups and feel accepted by others. Social
media sites are ways to share parts of ourselves with others

but it should not always substitute physical interactions.
“We increasingly miss out on the important moments
of our lives as we pass the hours with our noses buried
in our iPhones and BlackBerry’s, chronicling our every
move through Facebook and Twitter and shielding our
selves from the outside world with the bubble of ‘silence’
that our earphones create,” said the National Day of Un
plugging organization. The purpose of this day isn’t to
get rid of technology, but to take a moment for oneself,
to unwind and enjoy the finer things life has to offer.

DON'T GETCAUGHT UPSTREAM
Shanae Fuentes

SFUENTES@CSUMB.EDU
Being a student is hard work. Life re
volves around countless hours of nev
er-ending reading, studying and assign
ments, and for some, time spent at a job
while not in class. There can be little time
for anything else, including keeping up
with your favorite television programs.
Now there is a free on campus service for
students called Philo to help with that.
Philo allows California State Univer
sity Monterey Bay (CSUMB) residents
to watch live TV on any device any
where on campus. The devices that can
access Philo are: computers, iPhones
and iPads, Android phones and tablets,
Roku, and Apple TV with iPad or Mac.
The program provides a personal Dig
ital Video Recorder (DVR), which allows
users to record live television and play
it back later on their own time. As de
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scribed by Jonathan Carlson, Marketing
Specialist for Philo, in an interview with
the Otter Realm “you can watch live TV
when you want it and wherever you want
it on campus, but [the service] also allows
students the flexibility to record shows
and watch them on their schedules.”
The creators of Philo can relate to a stu
dent’s busy schedule. Co-creator Tuan Ho
started this service with his roommate in
a Harvard dorm room after realizing they
didn’t have access to cable TV. The origi
nal service consisted wrapping their walls
in aluminum foil and using a server that
was meant to pick up TV signals from lo
cal Boston stations and streaming them
on their laptops over the campus network.
Once Harvard University caught wind of
this, they provided the pair with the space
and resources to build a more polished prod
uct and Philo was officially launched May,
2011. This program is now offered at over

Photo by: Brianna Mackey

CSUMB INTRODUCES PHILO TV
SERVICE SO YOU'LL NEVER MISS
YOUR FAVORITE SHOWS

two dozen universities across the country.
Ho said they wanted “to build a next gen
eration TV service for the next generation
of viewers and we are really excited to have
CSUMB on board as one of our partners
for the service...we hope students love it!”
He explained that the service is
named after Philo Farnsworth, who
was an American inventor and a televi
sion pioneer. The service’s mission is
to give college students the best way to
watch TV and control their TV content.
Though Philo is a full online television
service for watching live and DVR’d con
tent, it has more options than just local
channels. The team behind Philo have also
partnered with HBO, so that students have
full access to HBO programming. This
partnership also includes content from
newly launched online service HBO Go.
They hope to work with more channels in
the future to offer a wider range of content.

Carlson believes “the best way to figure
out what it is, is to use it” and they’ve done
everything they can to make the service sim
ple to get started using it. It is easy to use and
all you have to do is log in to Philo and start
watching your favorite TV show.

HOW TO:
JUST USE THE FOLLOWING STEPS
1. Visit csumb.philo.com
and click "Log in"

2. Enter your university ID
and password
3. Start watching Philo!
TO LEARN MORE, VISIT WWW.PHILO.COM
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FILM FESTIVAL ROCKS MONTEREY
Miguel Palmer. Staff Reporter

MPALMER@CSUMB.EDU

THE BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL WORLD TOUR
COMES TO MONTEREY FEB. 27 AT THE GOLDEN STATE THEATRE.

Brace yourselves. The annual Banff Moun
tain Film Festival World Tour, in the midst
of traveling across more than 40 coun
tries, is making a stop at the Golden State
Theatre in Monterey on Friday, Feb. 27.
The 2015 Banff Mountain Film Festival
World Tour will feature 13 films by directors
who look to capture nature’s exotic destina
tions and show audiences thrilling, action
packed sports. The Marina location of REI,
a chain outdoor equipment retail store, is
sponsoring the event and has chosen Cal
ifornia State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB)’s Return of the Natives (RON)
Restoration Education Project to receive
proceeds from all tickets sold at the Film
Festival in Monterey. RON is grateful for
being the beneficiary of the Film Festival.
Alyssa Schaan, Community Outreach
and Volunteer Coordinator for RON and

alumnus of CSUMB, informed the Otter
Realm about the Restoration Education
Project. Schaan says the “Restoration Ed
ucation Project is about involving stu
dents and the community in habitat res
toration.” The project is responsible for
planting “...about 30,000 native plants
every year and working with different com
munity partners to restore the habitat.”
For those interested in the Restoration
Education Project, Schaan said “Students
can be involved with our project through
becoming one of our RON’s DONS (Re
turn of the Native Docents of Native Spe
cies), a volunteer program that meets ev
ery Tuesday 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and does
volunteer work in the greenhouses and
also in the sensory gardens on CSUMB
‘s campus.” Another option Schaan says
“Our program also offers paid positions

as student staff of Return of the Natives.”
An interview was conducted with Chris
Burkard, one of the directors of “Arctic
Swell—Surfing the Ends of the Earth,” one
of the films playing at the Banff Mountain
Film Festival World Tour. Chris Burkard
started his work at a young age. When asked
about it, Burkard said “I started shooting
photos when I was 19 years old.” Burkard
says that shooting photos “Enables me to
do art in a mobile state and show people the
beauty in the world around me.” His inspi
ration, he says, “...comes from nature and
the beauty in the world around us.” Asking
Burkard to describe his art, he says “I try to
convey the beauty of nature,” as well as “In
spire people to go out and live their dreams,
and go on adventures.” Burkard goes on to
say that he tries "... to include a human ele
ment in the photo and make people realize

that all these photos are accessible to them.”
To find more information on the Return
of the Natives Restoration Education Proj
ect, visit https://csumb.edu/ron. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 27 and
the show starts at 7 p.m. and ends at 10 p.m.
with ticket prices at $20. The Film Festival
will feature such films as “Delta Dawn” di
rected by Pete McBride, “Touch” directed
by Jean-Baptiste Chandelier, “Sun Dog”
directed by Ben Sturgulewski, and many
more. For more information on the Banff
Mountain Film Festival World Tour includ
ing schedules and how to purchase tickets,
visit
http://goldenstatetheatre.showare.
com/eventperformances.asp?evt=38

Top Photo by Elizabeth Hemsley Bottom Photos by Chris Burkard
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THE ARTIST IN YOU

EXPERIENCE CSUMB'S VISITING ARTIST SERIES

Susan Webb. Staff Reporter

SUWEBB@CSUMB.EDU

This month’s Visiting Artist was
Hiroko Kikuchi from Tokyo, Ja
pan. She came to the United States
at age 19 not intending to study
art. She then enrolled in a design
class that changed her path. Kiku
chi’s undergraduate career lead
her to a major in sculpture at Bos
ton University which was a “turn
ing point” in her life. By graduate
school, she discovered even more
about what it meant be an artist.
“I really wanted to pursue my
art without knowing how,” Kiku
chi said. Her acceptance to the
School of the Museum of Fine
Arts, a technical art school in Bos
ton, helped her to fulfill that goal.
“What’s great about that school
is you don’t have to declare a ma
jor. You find two or three profes
sors who want to work with you.
Then you can really decide what
you end up wanting to do,” she
said. Graduate studies moved
her from the direction of tradi
tional art forms to conceptual art.
Kikuchi said the idea of concep
tual art, where “you apply ideas

to an object and then portray
it in some art form, was really
helpful for me to build my voice
as an artist.” Discovering her
identity was key in producing
herself as a professional artist.
Now, at 42-years-old, Kikuchi
has worked on performance art
in community public art projects
nationally and internationally.
She has transformed into what
she describes as being “collective
and social, dedicated to collabora
tive work” and has been commis
sioned to do projects for Boston
Center for the Arts, and the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art.
Kikuchi also created “The Na
tional Bitter Melon Council,”
which took the bitter melon fruit
linked to her Japanese heritage
and used it as a tool and metaphor
to create projects that heal and
raise awareness of society’s own
“bitterness”— addressing people’s
issues within a given community.
“You have to have ideas,” Kiku
chi said. “I am sculpting society
where I live. Art is not just about

Photos by Susan Webb

At the Visiting Artist Series, spe
cially chosen artists guide an au
dience through their life’s work
and inspirations. Located in the
Visual and Public Arts (VPA) de
partment, building 72, not only
is it open to the local commu
nity, but it’s also part of course
VPA 302, required for VPA ma
jors at California State Univer
sity Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
The Visiting Artist Series is
taught by Johanna Poethig this
semester, a professor of painting
and public art. Poethig has been
teaching art since the birth of
CSUMB. She said “We started to
bring in guest artists from the be
ginning because it’s a really ben
eficial key part of our program.
We’ve had amazing artists who
do all kinds of work from pub
lic art to theorists to painters.”
VPA senior Elgene Tumacder says, “It gives us inspira
tion to learn from how they
did it and gives us more of an
idea and more guidance into
what’s the next step for us.”

expressing, it’s work strategy.”
You can see Hiroko Kikuchi’s work
at the Yerba Buena Center for the
Arts in downtown San Francisco.
Up next in the Visiting Artist
Series is muralist and sculptor
Rigo 23 on Thursday, March 26
at 6 p.m. Additionally, Poethig’s
own crew of public artists includ
ing Joyce Hsu, Mildred Howard,
and Peter Richards (former direc
tor of the Art Programs at the San
Francisco Exploratorium) will
present on Thursday, April 2 from
2- 4p.m. The last presentation will
be held Thursday, April 9 at 6 p.m.

Visual and Public Arts building lit up at night with the new mural in the background
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SPRING
Fashion

TRENDS YOU OTTER WEAR
1. NanaYeboah

Photos 1 and 2 by: Hailey Vetter

captures a spring
trend with a stylish
top and boots.

Photo by: Janine Brown

2.
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Sophie Wheeler is
wearing a long maxi
skirt and a fashion
forward cardigan. 3.
Courtney Posey
utilizes printed
backpacks and boots
to capture the spring
feeling.

Janine Brown, Staff Reporter

JABROWN@CSUMB.EDU

Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week in New York
has just concluded, and now it’s time to take
the hottest trends from the runaway and
bring them to you! Spring is just around the
corner, and that means beautiful Monterey
weather is upon us. It’s time to switch out
those heavy jackets for breezy cardigans and
update your closet with the latest trends.
According to Pantone, a company known
for their color swatch services, the 2015 col
or of the year is Marsala. This color is a mix
between a light burgundy and a rose mauve.
The color Marsala is very universal and can
be worn throughout the year and during ev
ery season because of its cool, subtle tone.
If you’re looking for a way to revamp
your wardrobe, soft tone pastels are a hit
this season. Baby pinks and blues are ide
al for a soft and pretty spring look. Floral
and folkloric prints are also very popular
right now among women. You can find
skirts, blouses and pants in these prints
in trendy stores like Forever 21 and H&M.
The Otter Realm spoke to two female
California State University Monterey
Bay students about their favorite fashion
trends. “I like to wear vintage clothing and
pretty much any style that is universal and
can be worn either on a rainy day or to a
party.” says Nana Yebora, Biology Sopho
more. She says that Blake Lively is her style
inspiration. Sophie Wheeler, Psychology
Junior told The Otter Realm that Kim Kar
dashian is her style inspiration, because
she can wear a pencil skirt with a crop
top and make it look very sophisticated.
If you’re a little more on the edgy side,
8o’s glam rock trends are making a re
turn this season. From leather jackets and
accessories to bold colors, everyone can
channel their inner rockstar this spring.
With a little inspiration, you can find the
8o’s based spring style that is ideal for you!

According to Elle magazine some top
fashion trends this spring are:
1. White sneakers
2. Lace dresses
3. Rainbow colors
4. Novelty prints
5. Precious metallic colors

For men, the hipster grunge fashion trend
is emerging. Dark tees in colors like gray,
black and forest green paired with printed
shorts or distressed jeans are popular for
a quick campus look. If you want to add a
pop of color to your outfit, a bright beanie
is a great accessory. Another spring trend
every male should have in their closet is a
button down shirt and a pair of beige, army
green, navy blue or burgundy skinny jeans.
In an interview with The Otter Realm,
Kinesiology Freshmen Larry Holling
sworth said “Every once in awhile I like
to add a pop of color to my outfit,” When
asked about his favorite fashion trend,
CSUMB freshmen Joshua Marx said “For
the most part because of the cold weather,
I like to wear joggers and graphic sweat
ers. They are very comfy for campus. In
the spring I like to wear button down
shirts since the sun comes out more often.”
When it comes to fashion at CSUMB, the
weather won’t stop you from wearing the
outfit you want to. With cool beachy weather
on a daily basis, you can wear your favorite
sweater, cardigan, dress or tee and still be
comfy and fashionable. This spring, step out
of your comfort zone and try on something
new that you’ve never worn before. You’ll
be surprised what trends from the run
way you can bring to your very own closet.
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RED CROSS MONTEREY DAY VIDEO CONTEST
Lauren Stokes, Staff Reporter

LSTOKES@CSUMB.EDU

Bombarded villages, workers ex
ploited or enslaved, people de
ported or oppressed, all of these
are examples of crimes against
humanity that happen everyday.
The American Red Cross (ARC)
and California State Universi
ty Monterey Bay (CSUMB) are
working in collaboration to edu
cate the larger community about
issues of international law and
humanitarian activism. They
put together a competition for
students to create a short video
documentary that explains what
global activism and humanitarian
law means. The award ceremo
ny of this video competition was
held on Feb. 23 at the American
Red Cross Monterey Bay Area
Chapter (ARC, MBAC) in Carmel.
The winner, Global Studies (GS)
student Sofie Fouchner received a
$1,000 scholarship for her vid
eo. The second prize winner, GS
senior Lauren Turich talked to

the Otter Realm about her video.
Turich has had her share of
activism with three trips to Hon
duras, Romania, and Peru to ac
tively participate in local change.
She has also been a paramedic
Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT) since 2001. She said that
“expressing compassion for those
in need who don’t have the basic
necessities met such as water or
sanitation” has been a common
theme in her life. Her emphasis
in GS, International Development
Humanitarian Action, has given
her the opportunity to shadow a
Red Cross leader in the field in
those regions. Back in California,
she has chosen to work in the
field of public health with a focus
on measles and rehabilitation.
“In my projects I wish to por
tray something relatable that can
be felt and experienced to provoke
people to build a connection with
one another” Turich said, bridging
the gap between international hu
manitarian law and local activism.
Thirty video submissions for
the scholarship came from GS
students interested in volunteer
ing for the ARC and their human
itarian efforts. “Testify! Why it
is Important to Know About In-

ternational Humanitarian Law”
was the name of the project. Two
of the video competition judges
were Santa Cruz News Specialist
Joyce Anderson and ARC Main
Volunteer Organizer Jill Hudson.
The videos had to be compelling
and clear on the subject matter
and have quality sound and pic
ture. They have to be also unique
in their portrayal of the theme.
They helped to spread awareness

and further education on interna
tional volunteering opportunities.
The ARC activists and CSUMB
GS faculty hope to educate the
community by creating an eye
opening experience to bridge the
gap between activism at an inter
national level and our local com
munity organizations. This collab
oration is a first step towards what
could become known as Monte
rey Bay International Activism.

Members of the American Red Cross Monterey Bay Area Chapter

If you missed this event there
are always ways to participate
in International Awareness and
the Red Cross website specifies
building an understanding for in
ternational humanitarian law by
raising funds for emergency relief
efforts with current International
Red Cross activities in situations
of war and disaster worldwide.
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OTTER
EBERT
’
S
NETFLIX
PICK
"PLEASE SUBSCRIBE": BEHIND THE SCREENS OF YOUTUBE
SARA BUFFO. STAFF REPORTER
SBUFFO@CSUMB.EDU

They work from home, they’re their own
boss, and they make trips across the coun
try throughout the year to visit adoring
fans at various conventions—these are just
a few ofthe benefits of being a “Youtuber.”
Youtube is I more than just cat videos.
It’s a place where Youtube personalities
like Jenna Marbles, Tyler | Oakley, and
Hank and John Green are basically known
as internet video royalty due to their mil
lions of subscribers and billions of views.
The documentary “Please Subscribe”
looks at nine major video bloggers or “vloggers,” and how uploading videos to Youtube
has become their career. “Please Subscribe”
notes that in 2012, thousands of people
made six figures or more just by making
and uploading videos to Youtube through
the company’s partnership program.

www.otterrealm.com

The partnership program allows ads to
rim before or during the Youtuber’s videos.
Through clicks on these ads, the Youtuber
is given a portion of the revenue gener
ated by the ad. Therefore, the bigger the
audience, the more clicks on the ads, the
more money in the youtuber’s pockets.
Most of those interviewed in “Please
Subscribe” note that their fame happened
by accident. They uploaded a video that
happened to go viral and in an attempt
to keep people watching their channel,
they continued to upload similar content.
Mitchell Davis from the channel
“livelavalive” said his first video was
a 11“ about me” vlog that he linked to
his end MySpace profile. Unexpected
ly, he noticed 100 people had watched
his video. From there, he continued to
upload and his channel began to grow.
Hannah Hart, known for her series
“My Drunk Kitchen,”
made her first
video for a college friend who missed

when they would get drunk and Hart you. You subscribe to channels you want to
would cook in her intoxicated state.
subscribe to, you watch what is uploaded,
That video ended up going viral, and and you can engage with those who upload.
because she kept making similar content, ,
Television is completely different as there
Hart’s Youtube channel grew. Her full- is a set schedule for everything and those who
time job is now to make cooking vlogs create it don’t engage with their audience.
while drunk, and she uploads on a weekly With television, executives are in charge.
basis. Due to her series’ success, she was With Youtube, the audience is in charge.
approached by a publishing company and
Overall the film, directed by Dan Dobi,
has recently released a cookbook filled gave a great overview of the vlogging world.
with recipes of her drunk concoctions. While it could be difficult to go into detail
Hart notes that her channel is a one-wom about all things Youtube being that there
an operation. There is no director, produc are literally thousands of people who make
er, or even a script. She just films and edits a living off the website’s partner program,
and uploads to Youtube. Other content the select few who were interviewed repre
creators, however, have full-blown produc sented almost every genre of video blogging.
tion companies and make videos of much
Every CSUMB student has their own
higher quality. Filming style doesn’t seem Youtube channel through their Goo
to matter as long as the videos are consis gle account. If being a Youtuber sounds
tent and entertaining, people will watch. appealing to you, upload videos, check
The documentary makes an important out other vloggers and get inspired.
note about Youtube: it’s literally changing
the way people view entertainment. There
is no set schedule or channels provided for
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Farmers are among those suffering the harshest consequences of the drought

IS IT TOO MUCH TO ASK

FORA LITTLE

PRECIPITATION?
By Jeremy Majjasie. Staff Reporter

JMAJJASIE@CSUMB.EDU
While the east coast is under
constant rain and snowfall, Cal
ifornia is wishing for just a drop
of the weather they are having.
Here in California, it is hard for
most people to sympathize or
even imagine the magnitude of
the unrelenting snow that the
East Coast is currently buried
in. California has its own prob
lems, it has had a lack of rain.
California is suffering the worst
drought on record and it doesn’t
look like rain is in the forecast.
California State University at
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) has a
few representatives from the East
Coast that gave us some insight
as to what’s going on back east.
CST sophomore Brock D’Amico
is from New Hampshire and says
that weather like this isn’t all too
strange there. “The weather back
east is not too bad from my un
derstanding. They had a bunch of
snow and there was no school but
my family’s power never went out

WITH THE EAST COAST BURIED
IN SNOW, CALIFORNIA IS STILL BURDENED BY DROUGHT.
A dry bush in the hot Salinas sun

unlike last year where there was a
three day power outage. It sounds
really bad but once you have lived
there for a few years, you get used
to it,” said D’Amico. The soph
omore then went on to remark
how “The extreme cold is so much
worse than the small amounts
of cold we get here in California.
I really love the weather here,
even with the shortage of water.”
The rain that California did
receive in the month of Decem
ber was able to cut the water use
in the state by 22 percent. Sadly
the rainfall took an abrupt halt
and ceased for most of the entire
month of January. Ca.gov re
leased an article written by George
Kostryko where State Water
Board Chair Felicia Marcus stat
ed, “We have just gone through
the driest January on record and
it appears we are entering a fourth
year of drought, which is awful to
contemplate but we must. Con
servation is still the smartest
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and most cost effective way to
deal with this difficult drought.”
According to ca.gov 134 bil-

"We have just gone
through tne driest
January on record
and it appears
we are entering
a fourth year of
drought"
lion gallons of water have been
saved in comparison to 2013.
This is enough water for 1.8 mil
lion California residents for an
entire year. That may seem like
a lot of water, but California has
over 30 million citizens. This is
not enough for the entire state
to sustain itself. In September of
2014, the whole state of California
was hit with a strict regulation on
water rationing. People are now
only allowed 50 gallons of water

a day. That may seem like a lot,
but just one minute in the shower
uses about two gallons of water.
In an article written by Matt
Stevens of the Los Angeles Times
called “In California, water use
is all over the map,” the biggest
culprit of using water residentially is Southern California. Palm
Springs, two districts from Or
ange County, and two districts
from San Diego County were 5 of
the top 10 in highest water con
suming districts in California.
San Mateo, San Francisco, San
ta Cruz, and here in Monterey
ranked among the lowest districts
in the state in water consumption.
The districts that used the most
amounts of water were using
close to an average of 500 gallons
of water per day in comparison to
the lowest which used just under
50. Even though this is an enor
mous disparity in terms of water
usage and conservation, Southern
Californians still are not the big
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gest users of water in the state.
Of the entire state’s water sup
ply only 15 percent of all water is
used by residents of California, 77
percent of all water in the state
is used on agriculture. On the
CSUMB campus, it is difficult to
not realize that we are surround
ed by agriculture. Driving down
highways 1 or 156 are obvious
proof to the notion. Salinas is
one of the biggest agricultural ha
vens on West Coast having a total
worth of 1.9 billion dollars accord
ing to the UC Davis Department
of Plant Sciences. Because it is in
a drought, California needs every
drop of water it can get. Agricul
ture in California is a multibillion
dollar business that needs help
from residents to get as much
water as possible. After all, we
probably all enjoy having our Cal
ifornia produce at an arm’s reach.
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LORD OF THE(COOL)FREAKS

FORMER OTTER REALM STAFF REPORTER MAKES HEADLINES FOR FACEBOOK GROUP

By Johnny Bays, Staff Reporter

JBAYS@CSUMB.EDU

Founded in Sept. 2014, the Cool
Freaks’ Wikipedia Club (CFWC)
is a Facebook group dedicated to
the sharing and discussion of ob
scure Wikipedia articles. Though
small at first, the group now has
over 33,000 members, according
to its moderator and California
State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) Human Communica
tion (HCOM) senior Ben Wil
son. Wilson is also a former Staff
Reporter of the Otter Realm.
According to Wilson, “It was
small at first, just some people
sharing weird [Wikipedia] arti
cles. It really took off around May
and June of last year. We were
getting about 1,000 new mem
bers a week.” This coincides with
the time Wilson took over mod

eration of the group. Since then,
articles have been written about
the group by online news publi
cations such as VICE and Gawker.
Wilson recently returned from
an event in New York City known
as IRL (In Real Life) Club 4. Ac
cording to the its website, IRL
Club is, “An evening of live presen
tations by people who make the
internet a better, more terrifying
and/or more interesting place,”
as well as being “...an irregular
series of talks about the internet.”
IRL Club is hosted by Gawker’s
Editor in Chief, Max Read, and
freelance journalists such as Adri
an Chen and Katie Notopolous.
Wilson attended the Feb. 9
event with fellow moderator
Tyne Uzo, daughter of Nigeri
an-American filmmaker Uzo,
where they were given the chance
to present about their article
in Gawker, 22 of the Coolest,

Freakiest Articles on Wikipe
dia. “According to the Facebook
event, 750 people planned at
tended but the maximum occu
pancy limit is 350 to 400. The
show sold out,” said Wilson.
When asked about highlights of
the event, Wilson said “One of the
presenters, Paul Ford, who talk
ed a lot about the oddities of the
internet circa 1990’s had this to
say about Cool Freaks’ Wikipedia
Club: ‘Cool Freaks Wikipedia Club
is amazing and represents every
thing great about the internet.’”
According to one of Wilson’s
housemates, Kraig Bellows, a
self-professed CSUMB dropout
who is currently pursuing a life as
an underground artist, “I live with
Ben and have nevr [sic] met sumi
[sic] like hm [sic]... Ben Wilson is
sumi [sic] to watch in the future.”
Ben Wilson, Founder of Cool Freaks Wikipedia Club

IT’S MORE THAN JUST A GAME
THERE IS NOTHING SOFT ABOUT CSUMB'S SOFTBALL TEAM
By Josh Stucky-Elliot, Staff Reporter

JSTUCKY-ELLIOT@CSUMB.EDU

The CSUMB Softball Team
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Last year was just another stepping
stone for the California State Uni
versity Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
softball team. This is a new year
though, can the CSUMB softball
team be stopped? The softball
season has started off at full force
with a (10-1) record dating back
to Feb. 22. By the looks of how
these lady Otters are performing,
there is a successful season ahead.
The softball team is on a mis
sion for making it to the playoffs
in Stockton this May. From the
looks of things, Andrea Kenney,
the head coach of the CSUMB
softball team, is a positive coach.
A positive coach who has a striv
ing goal to win, but has a sec
ond goal of developing players
with positive character traits to
be successful on the field as well
as off the field. Whatever Coach
Kenney is feeding our CSUMB

softball team is working, and
consistency seems to be what is
being served on the home plate.
The CSUMB softball team took
a trip to Las Vegas on Feb. 13-15
for the 2015 Stinger Classic. The
trip consisted of breaking records
and dominating each of the five
games they played. University of
Colorado, Colorado Springs still
has scars on their back from the 17
runs scored by our whip lashing
lady Otters at the Stinger Classic.
That game was record-breaking
for most runs in a game by any
Otter softball team at CSUMB.
The most anticipated game of
the tournament for the Otter softball team was facing Dixie State
University from St. George, Utah.
Losing last year to Dixie State in
the super regionals only made
the team more determined to
be victorious this year. Our lady
Otters have too much character
to dwell on past losses; instead
they looked forward to shattering

any window of opportunity Dixie
State may have to for another win.
Dixie State should have called in
the Las Vegas fire department
because the lady Otters softball
team burned up the past and came
out victorious with a (4-2) win
to conclude the Stinger Classic.
The Otters did it, the team went
a whole off-season dreaming of a
second chance to play Dixie State
again and they succeeded. There
is a lot students at CSUMB can
learn from our Otter softball team.
That is, staying consistently posi
tive throughout this educational
journey we are on. School is not
easy. If you miss a class, fail a test,
or even forget to complete your
homework, just remember what
our ambitious CSUMB softball
team did, and that is capitalize the
opportunity for a future success.
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MEMOIRS OF A MALE FEMINIST

A HISTORY OF PATRIARCHY AND MALE PRIVILEGE
Christopher James-Justice Siders

CSIDERS@CSUMB.EDU

OPINION

Jacob Barnett, Staff Reporter

JBARNETT@CSUMB.EDU

As a biracial male growing up in a Black
community, the idea of Black History
Month always seemed a bit odd to me.
The notion that half of my people’s his
tory was to be acknowledged separately
was troubling at best, but it was always
presented as if it necessitated cultural
pride throughout the month of February.
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der stereotypes that were ingrained in
my thought process due to the influences
of media and the environment I was in.
Hyper-masculine environments skew
our perception of emotions, feelings and
gender violence. “I feel that hyper-mascu
linity plays out in sub-cultures that highly
identify themselves with traditional mascu
line traits. This includes sports, mainly foot
ball, Greek life, gang life/culture etc. The
more masculinity you show the more we see
that you are “‘bout that life,” Emesibe adds.
He also feels that society accepts this
culture of hyper-masculinity and the idea
of harmful language through the glorifi
cation of privilege. “Most importantly [for
males to become better allies] educating
other men in our community about the pa
triarchy because as men we are ignoring the
voices of women, due to our privilege, be
cause as men we are ignoring the voices of
women, due to our privilege,” Emesibe said.
Emesibe suggests the way we can destroy
the patriarchal system in our social norms
by owning our privilege and as male allies
to use it to create spaces for women voic
es where they are traditionally silenced to
help continue the conversation. Continue
the conversation not only with women, but
with folks of different gender identities in
cluding the LGBTTIQQ2SA community.

IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH OUTDATED?
But I never felt as if it were a part of the
culture presented. This is likely due to be
ing two generations removed from the Civil
Rights movement, the last and most fre
quently talked about portion of Blackhistory.
What’s more, I could never shake the
idea that Black History Month uninten
tionally segregates “Black history” from all
other aspects of human history. Latino and
Asian Heritage months reflect the cultures
of their respected heritage, without a huge
emphasis on their history. Where’s White
history month? No other ethnic group has
their history relegated to a single month,
and Black history should be no different.
Even when the struggles of Blacks are
recognized, they’re treated with a sense
of finality. The narrative starts with slav
ery (typically skimming over the fact that
the founding fathers had slaves), followed
by praising Lincoln for the Emancipation
Proclamation, despite the fact that the leg
islation was politically motivated and Lin
coln himself did not believe in equal rights,
as detailed in history.com’s article 5 Things
You May Not Know About Lincoln, Slavery
and Emancipation. The Black History nar
rative then typically jumps to the civil rights

movement, peppering in a few important fig
ures like Harriet Tubman, W.E.B. Du Bois,
Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X along the way.
It seems like Black History Month con
siders the majority of the struggle behind
us now that we have a Black President,
instilling a false sense of finality in the
struggle towards equality. That’s not to
say that these aren’t important steps to
wards equality, but the fact of the matter is,
the inequalities were never fully rectified.
After the civil rights movement, Martin
Luther King Jr realized that the struggle
for equality was far from over. According to
historian Howard Zinn’s A People’s History
of the United States, King began speaking
on the socioeconomic disparity and barri
ers that went untouched by the Civil Rights
Act. King was subsequently targeted by the
FBI in their attempt to silence or replace
him as a Black leader. King was assassinat
ed shortly thereafter, thus cementing him as
an iconic martyr for civil rights, effectively
overshadowing the efforts of his last days.
But that’s where the narrative of Black
History Month ends, overlooking the fact
that discrimination has simply become
more covert and discreet.The war on drugs

Photo by: Nicole Irigoyen

Twenty four-year-old, CSUMB alumnus,
Patterson Emesibe defines feminism as a
system that looks at the intersectionality of
different backgrounds and how everyone
connects to harmful social norms that con
tinues to contribute to negative and destruc
tive behaviors. Also, it’s a system set out to
dismantle the social construct of Patriarchy.
“Patriarchy is a social system [construct]
characterized and organized by male supe
riority and authority,” Emesibe explained.
With this in mind, Emesibe does not
identify as a feminist, but as a pro-feminist
male. “‘I will never understand the lived ex
periences of women. Also I feel calling my
self a feminist has the potential of stifling
the movement...I am a pro-feminist who is
anti-patriarchy, and anti-sexist and in no
way am I anti-male,” Emesibe continued.
Emesibe is a victim of gender violence
as his father beat and killed his mother at
a young age, forcing him into the foster
care system, and to move to California. “I
have forgiven my father and myself. Gen
der violence affects more than just the im
mediate people involved,” Emesibe said.
He developed his understanding of the
concept of feminism through the Chris

tian faith. He read about how Jesus and
others made an impact on society, mak
ing the culture more inclusive and ac
cessible for women to participate in.
His ethnic background of identifying as
Nigerian-American has shaped his rela
tionship with feminism. “My parents are
native Nigerians, and from stories you hear
that women in Nigeria stayed at home and
are subject to men. For me growing up in
America, Nigerian women were occupying
many jobs in America.” Emesibe expressed.
As Emesibe expressed this, it made me
think of the men I interviewed and their
personal subconscious relationships with
feminism and gender equity. Some of the
men I interviewed for memoirs expressed
their confusion on the subject, standing in
solidarity with women, being pro-gender
equality, but however not fully grasping the
definition of feminism. What helped me per
sonally shaped my understanding of femi
nism is being in the MENding Monologues
show at CSUMB since my freshman year.
Also what subconsciously helped were
the teachings of my father. Growing up,
my dad made sure the men did every
thing in the house. I had to make sure
that I cleaned up, did chores, and cooked
dinner before my mother returned home
from work. It helped destroy the gen

CSUMB Alumni Patterson Emesibe

Also, I acknowledge that gender vio
lence affects everyone across the gender
spectrum and not just the gender bina
ry. “Lastly, gender violence shouldn’t ex
clude men from the conversation. This
plays into the patriarchy leaving men
unchecked and victim blaming; saying it
is a woman’s issue so now men have ex
ited the room.” Emesibe acknowledged.
Education is a must if we wish to pro
ceed in our communities to end gender
violence. The first step of examining the
history of patriarchy in our communities,
when it comes to the upbringing inside and
outside of our homes, the language pre
sented to us at an early age, and the media
we consumed all plays a critical role as how
to how we speak and treat others that sur
rounds us. Also, Listening to the voices of
women and subordinate gender identities.

and mass incarceration disproportionately
target Black communities and practically
reinstate lawful discrimination, as outlined
in Michelle Alexander’s “The New Jim
Crow.” Drug arrests and convictions are
most highly concentrated amongst Black
males and Black communities despite lower
rates of drug use when compared to White
communities. Despite comprising only 14
percent of drug users, 37 percent of drug
convicts are Black, according to Drugpolicy.org. Once convicted, many non-violent
drug offenders are labeled as felons, bar
ring them from employment and social aid
programs, including Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families and Financial Aid. This
is the exact type of discrimination that the
civil rights movement was supposed to end.
Black History Month serves as a re
minder of all the hardships Black Ameri
cans faced in the past, but seems outdated
in today’s world. It creates discontinuity
between “Black history” and “American
History,” as if they exist in two different
realities. Furthermore, it seems like a pal
try appeasement for centuries of injustices
against Black Americans. It’s as if the Black
experience for the first two-hundred years
of United States history is devoid of any
importance. That is, unless it’s February.
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HOROSCOPES
Danny Simon,

Prophet
stars,
foreteller ofof
allthe
the things

ARIES
(March 21 -April 19)
California is currently experiencing its
worst drought in 1,200 years, but the
stars say you can help with a special kind
of rain dance. Every night, go to a busy
street corner and take off all your clothes.
While hula-hooping, bang pots and pans
together and gobble like a turkey. If
anyone calls the police, then it’s working.

CANCER

DISCLAIMER: If you have issues with my translation, take it up with the
stars. It should also be noted that any similarities between your real life
and these horoscopes is merely an unfortunate and probably hilarious
coincidence.

TAURUS

GEMINI

(April 20- May 20)
You know how they say every time you
masturbate God kills a puppy? Well that’s
not true for you, Taurus. Every time you
masturbate, God saves a puppy that would
have been killed. With that in mind, you
had better get busy.

(May 21 - June 20)
You will face a difficult challenge when you
begin to grow a second tongue underneath
your original one. Aside from problems
breathing and eating, this affliction will
also interfere with your ability to speak.
Soon, however, you will be able to create
sounds never before heard or uttered by a
human being, and when Earth is contact
ed by extraterrestrials you’ll be
the only one able to communicate.

LEO

(June 21 - July 22)
Want to maintain your youthful beauty
forever? The stars imply you will stop
aging if you sleep inside a hollowed out
tree and fill your underwear with cocktail
shrimp every night. If you try this, make
sure you are not in bear country because
bears loooooove cocktail shrimp.

LIBRA

(July 23 - August 22)
Surprise! You have penis laryngitis. Pretty
sure you don’t have a penis? Double
Surprise!

VIRGO
(August 23 - September 22)
Every time you’re angry or aroused,
you’ll instantly grow a thick mustache.
A magnificent golden mustache. Just go
with it. Additionally, from now on ev
ery time you hear the word “fiddle” you
will become both angry and aroused.

SCORPIO

(September 23 - October 22)
The position of Neptune implies that
you will no longer be able to safely travel
in conventional vehicles. From now on,
instead of cars, trucks, boats, trains or
airplanes, your only safe mode of trans
portation will be rolling around inside a
wooden molasses barrel. If you so desire,
you may pay a homeless person to steer
you around.

CAPRICORN
(December 22 - January 19)
For the rest of your life, every time you
sneeze glitter will explode from every or
ifice in your body. Maybe you could turn
this into moderate success on America’s
Got Talent or something, I don’t know.

(October 23 - November 21)
Your life will take a turn for the bizarre
when each day you wake up with twice as
much skin as the day before. Instead of
looking at this as a bad thing, look on the
bright side. I don’t know what the bright
side is, but I hope you figure it out before
you’re no longer able to open your eyes.

SAGITTARIUS
(November 22 - December 21)
Watch the movie Fern Gully 2: The Magi
cal Rescue. It’s pretty good. Not great, but
pretty good.

AQUARIUS

PISCES

■■mhmhiiJB———hI—a—___

(January 20- February 18)
Aquarius is naturally social and gifted in
conversation. They make the best friends
and maintain relationships much longer
than the other signs, because they are so
trustworthy. That’s why it’s a complete
mystery that you turned out to be such a
douche bag.

(February 19- March 20)
As the most intellectual of the zodi
ac signs, it’s up to you Pisces to change
your area of study and illuminate the
coming generation with the unparalleled
wisdom of Jim Davis’ Garfield comic
strip. If you devote your life to Garfield,
you will be the first to discover the true
meaning of life, love, and lasagna, thus
setting in motion the next Renaissance.
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PEOPLE ON CAMPUS
What is your favorite activity that doesn't involve technology?

CHRISTOPHER BARAHONA, 4TH YEAR, VPA MAJOR
"My favorite type of activity
that doesn't involve technolo
gy, would have to be walking
around the city and getting
lost, catching the bus, paint
ing outdoors in my back
yard and listening to music."

KERINA VARGAS, 4TH YEAR, PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR
"I enjoy doing math. I just like
problem solving, that's basically
it. I like working on it 'till I get it."

MONTE REY, CSUMB’S AWESOME MASCOT
*mimes* "Dancing,
soccer, eating and sleeping."

LISA CLAUSSON, 3RD YEAR, VPA MAJOR
"So since I am in California, I
really appreciate the nature,
I love everything you can do
outside. I like to go surfing
with my friends, I love snow
boarding, and I like running."
Photos and interviews by: Jonah Worcester

YUTAKA NINOMIYA, INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
"I think it's reading and writing,
because through reading I can
experience someone's other life
and through writing I can ex
press my feelings. I like to write
poetry and I am trying to write
an autobiography, poetry and
novel throughoutthis semester."

student
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Created by Andre Sitolini, 1st Year CART major.
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